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fYom our rejioris this morning the i>r< labilities
are that the weather to-day will be cloudy.
The Herald by Fast Mail Trains..Sar»Healersand the jniblic throughout' the country

will be supplied with the Daily, Weekly ami
Sunday Herald, free of postage, by semiimj
Uieir Cillers direct to this (fire.
An Italian Ministerial Crisis hands over

Ihe government to the combntivo Parliamentaryparty ofrthe Left.

The French Republicans uro content to
ssk only for -what they can obtain. W-e may
be snre they will take all they can get.
A Snow Blockape on the Scotch railways

Is unusual enough to be worth telegraphing,
but that in the little span of earth north of
the Tweed a railway train should be lost for
three days is very strange.

"To Make a Clbabance of an ohjoctionableset," is what the London Times tersely,
and we trust truly, regards as the desire of
the American people, sickened by the revelationsof official corruption.
Abound Matamoros the delightfnl uncertaintiesof Mexican rule are felt to their full

extent. The pickets of the revolutionists
are in sight of the city and the governmental
general is afraid to arm some of his men lest
they should "pronounce." The case appears
to stand thus :.The soldiers want their pay
and the commander has no funds. If they
join the revolutionists they can share in the
forced loans, and the latter way of collecting
money is irresistible to your true Mexican.
There is no sign at present that the Diaz
movement is more than sporadic.
Tub Two Men arrested in Paris on the

charge of negotiating forged American railwaybonds in Belgium will probably be releasedon bail, the United States officials not
taking hostile action regarding them. We
think this is a matter our Belgian Minister
might well look after, at least to the extent
of seeing that such offences do not inure
detrimentally to the negotiation of genuiue
American shares and bonds abroad. Wo have
Iio doubt the swindled brokers will protect
themselves, but the Legation* should see

that if the offences can be proven the criminalsdo not escape by a compromise.
The Boston Herald claims that in the city

af Worcester the free soil movement had its

origin, and that there also the first efforts
were made to save Kansas from becoming a

fclave State. Encouraged by this record it anticipate^important results from the meeting
of independent republicans held in Worcesterlast week, and we, too, trust that the
determination to reform the party will have
a wholesome effect in the Presidential campaign.Everywhere the people should hold
such moetings and make their indignation
known. The motto of the Worcester independentrepublicans is a good one."No
chronic aspirant for the Presidency need
apply at Cincinnati."

Spain's Difficulties in Cuba are so onor-

nous that we do not wonder the friends of
Spanish rule lose heart. The burning of
targe estates continues. A handful of insurgentsinflict damages apparently at will.
K large and useless army is eating up the rclourresof the island and a host of corrupt
officials makes the oppressive taxation only
jo half way in its power to support those
ftharged with overwhelming the rebellion.
With the high taxes it becomes questionable
to planters whether it would not be as well
to abandon their estates for the time being
rather than pay the government, which cannotprotect them. The additional troops
promised will only prove an additional burden.They can, doubtless, be supported for
n time off the loyal people, but when these
have no more to give the end will come with

* * crash.

NEW Y

} Reg.lal Ion* for Counting the Elet«
torsi Vote*.

The subject of debate on the last day the
Senate was in session has been under considerationin that body several times of late,
and we presume the bill intended to super|
sede the twenty-second joint rule will
eventually pass the Senate either with or

w ithout amendments. As to the necessity
of n-pealing that joint rule there is no differenceof opinion, but there are almost us

many opinions as Senators respecting what
ought to be substituted in its place. It is
pr« tiy generally admitted ttint the matter
ought to l>e regulated by a law of
Congees*, and not in* rely by a joint rule of
the two h !>» ». The difllculty of agreeing
uj -n a proper law results from the am

m l absurdity of that part of the
o n litnii u ; but aa there ia not time
t<» » »ir«- amendmenta previous to
tlm next counting of electoral votes
It is to be hoped that Congress may
find acuta makeshift for the immcdinte occa

n. and that toon after the u< xt President
is in ofli > the conatitution may be changed
!>' dropping the whole of its second article
an I ^ ibvtii iting a Ix-ttr r method, not only for
eh- xisinc thet'hiel Magistrate, but ofenforcing
1\. .t.-. r.apt i 11 i' tt i Kven if the Senate

sti t ate must be discovered for the twentysecondjoint rule, which put* it in
tlio power of either house to throw
out the electoml vote* of any State.
It happened once that the return*
of Arkansas were thrown out, on the objectionmade by a Senator that they had not the
groat heal of the State affixed, but only the
heal of the Secretary of State, and it wan not
discovered until after the election was de-
clared that Arkansas at that time did not

poancKH a great aeaL So trivial may be the
excuses of informality on which, under this
twenty-aeeond rule, a State may be deprived
by either houae of it* Presidential vote.

It i* proponed by a Senate committee
which ha* investigated the whole subject to

remedy all the defect* of the preaent electoral
system by a constitutional amendment causingthe President and Vice President to l>e
elected directly by the people, mho are to
vote in district* similar to and the name in
number as Congressional districts, each
State having also two electors to be chosen i

on a general ticket The vote of each dis-
trict is to count one in the electoral returns
for those candidates m-ho have, not a majority,but a plurality. By this plan the Presidentwould at nny rate be the choice of the
people, though having only a plurality.
Under the present system he may t>e, and
often has been, the choice of the minority
mhen only two candidates mere voted on.

For instance, fifty thousand votes properly
rlistrilmted nmr now elect a Pr< -idetit

Ity n majority of States, at tho *am< timu
that his defeated opponent would have an

actual popular majority of half a million
votes. The following figures show how wide
has l»een the disparity between the popular
vote and the electoral vote in Presidential
elections:.In 1872 General (Jrant roe* iv< d
only fifty-five per cent of the votes of the
people, but in the Klectoral College he rereivedeighty-one per rent; in 1h»18 General
Grant received but fitty-two per rent of the
popular vote, but seventy-three p. r r> nt in
the Klectoral College. In l*M Mr. Lincoln
received fifty-five per c« nt of the popular
vote, and ninety-one per c«ntinth> electoralbody; in lHtH> Mr. Lincoln rec< i\ I but
forty per cent of the popular vote. and fifty.
nine per cent of the Klectoral C ollege. In
185(1 Mr. Buchanan received only forty-five
per cent of the popular vote, and yet h |

fifty-nine per cent in the El»< torsi Colb-g*
In 1852 Mr. Pierce had fifty-one jwr cent of
the popular vote, but eighty-five per
cent of the electoral vote. In IMh
General Taylor.like Mr. Buchanan, and
Mr. Lincoln in his first election, a minorityPresident received but forty-seven j«r
cent of the popular vote, but got fifty.u p* r

cent of the electoral vote. In 1 **11 Mr. Polk,
another minority President, received less than
fifty jht cent ofthe popular vote, but sivty-twu
per cent of tho eleetoral vote. It shows tha
essential falsity of tho returns under tho
present system to compare tho Klectoral
College returns with those of the popular
rote during thin eerie* of year*. Party h i»d;era, anil, mow still. the people, are d(v»ircil
by an apparent bnt fictitious preponderant
of opinion. For instance, in ixTii (li nenil
(Irant wan popularly believe.I to have *«. pt
the country by an overwhelming majority.
He hail eighty-one per cent of the vote* in
the Electoral College, nntl be an<l bin party
aecmeil to liaTe received an vxinordinary
token of popular approval, while, in tact,
on the popular vote his administration barely
escaped condemnation and defeat

If there were no other reason for the pro-,'

should t«rM»n a Mil the Honw may refuse
it* «>i». nnr>nn, for there in no possibility of
frsnim,' oue u«*t exposed to grara objections
an tof>4 aa tha constitution remains unsltcr.I As Senator Christinticy said, in his
»p Wli on Thursday: -"It would almoat
sc. m. and awf Henator* appear really to 1>«
of tha opinion, that our fathers, in framing
the constitution, mast havs acted upon tha
Iriahman'a plan of constructing a cannon,
which was drat to make a large hole and
than cast tha cannon around it. Tha constitution,in on# riewr of it, certainly
seems to hare taken one step in
that proceaa and seem* to hare left

| ns only tha ingenuity of takirg tha
other." This satire is n<»t undasarrad
if limited to that article of the constitution
which relates to tha Kxarntire. After explaininghis own riews ss to tha hast method
of flanking the diArnlty Mr. Christiancy
nai l in conclusion. in en equally satirical
vein:.*'! em far from tiring very confident
of the correctness of thin conelusion or the
reasoning by which I have reached it, and
may change my opinion entirely in the
course of the diaenaaion. The ailence, the
apparently utter histna in the constitution,
makea it very difficult to find any landmarks
hy which I can, with any confidence of certainty,guide luy course. And I feel some of
the HMiue kind of uncertainty an I can imagineI might feel if thrown out into void
apace heyoud sight of the stellar universe,
and should there undertake to nscertain
courses and distances and to divide that void
apace into definite areas."
The only effectual remedy is a thorough

revision of this part of the constitution; but
as that cannot U done this vear some sub-
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posed change, to prevent such a mystificationwould justify it. But there are other
reasons, among which one strikes ub as very
important.the localization and easier preventionof frauds. At present successful
frauds in tho New York, Philadelphia or New
Orleans city elections might give the whole
electoral vote of New York, Pennsylvania or

Louisiana to the guilty party ; under the
proposed amendment such frauds would
affect only the district in which they
occurred; the temptation to commit them
would, therefore, be less; the temptation to
connive at and conceal them in counting the
electoral vote would also be less.
As to the "twenty-second joint rule," that

ought in any case to be at once either abolishedor changed. It is not well that one house
shall have the risrht, without debate or scru-

tiuy, and simply on the motion of a member,
to throw out the electoral vote of a State. At
least the consent of both houses should be
required to so momentous an interference
with the right of the people of a whole State
to have their vote for President counted.
Under the present rule the presumption is
actually against the vote of any State being
counted. Any member of either house may
object to its reception ; thereupon the two
houses soparate and vote yea or nay, not upon
the objection, but upon the question, Shall
the electoral vote of the State of be
received ? And the rule absurdly and mischievouslyrequires that "no vote objectedto shall be received, except by the
concurrent votes of the two houses." There
is no cnnstitqtionnl warrant for making Congressa "returning board," or giving it
pow. r to scrutinize the returns. The two
h are to be witnesses, and no more, to
the counting of the electoral vote. The
twenty-second joint rule, adopted by the re-

puoiicnns in ini>o, ik nnaouuwaiy linconsnlati'iial; but there does not appear to be
ny method of testing the question without

the most serious disturbance of the regular
order of the government. As it stands it
may be easily made the means of upsetting
the popular verdict at the next election, and
that in a very dangerous manner. When the
electoral vote comes to be counted in the
presence of the two houses a democrat may
object upon some technical point to the
counting of a republican State; if he
is supported by the democratic majority
in the House of Representatives the vote
of that State, under the rule, would bo
thrown out. Thereupon, again on some

technicality, a republican might object to a

democratic State, and the republican Senate
might throw that out. This paring down of
the electoral vote might go on until no candidatecould receive what the constitution
requires, "a majority of the whole number
of electors appointed," and the election
Mould be thrown into the House of Repre-
smtatives, where, the vote being by States,
it is possible that nineteen States, with only
forty-live members, out of the total of two
hundred and ninety-two, and representing
less than a fifth of the total population of
the 1'nion, should impose a President upon
the country. Evidently such a course would
Is? very unsatisfactory to the people, and
very unjust as well, for it "would impose
upon them a policy to/wliich the majority
might be utterly opposed.
The constitutional amendment proposed

in the Senate would prevent all sucli possibilitiesas we have mentioned, and would
remand the election of President to "those
who are furthest removed from theinfluence
of his patronage.that is, to the whole body of
American citizens," as Mr. Benton once said.

Independent Journalism.
It is always pleasant for the Hebau> to

acknowledge the enterprise nnd independenceof its contemporaries, especially those
who have strong political predilections.
Thus the manner in which Mr. Tom Nast,
the brilliant artist of Harper's HceWy, treats
the Belknap business shows that he has a

soul above partisanship. In his magnificent
cartoon we have Belknap nnd Babcock,
(irnnt and Shepherd, held up to public
censure as the enemies of the public
virtue. Columbia stands in the attitude of
the great Master (for, as our rentiers know,
Mr. Nast is fond of illustrating his comic
pictures with sacred themes), and the drove
of thieve* amt johlier* are running down to
the aea Iwfnre her like the awinn when ponae*».odby devil*. (Her all we hoc drawn, with
that effective vigor which mark* the effort*
of Mr. Na*t, the rising of the atin of economy
and |Mtrioti*in. Thi* cartoon i* the more re-

tuarkable ttcoauac in the face* of the awino
a* they ru*h toward the * * we dim-over the
|Nirtr»it* of llabcock, Itelknap, Shepherd,
William*. IMitnn, and the l're*ident himself
a* the head pig of all. The moral of thi*
eart«»on I* aalntary and atriking, and rememlwringthe devotion of Mr. Xa*t to the l'reaident.and hi* unfaltering allegiance to the
republican |«rty, we cannot too highly praiae
hun for the aacridce of peraonal feeling lie
in»k.« in the inter«*t of pure and iioneat
got eminent.
While commending Mr. Xa*t for hi* tnnatrrlycartoon we must *l*o note the vigorou*

and trenchant manner in which the IforM
liaa treat. | the I'« n 11et<>n r.wi, Alway* «»n

the nlert I" detect corruption and abow up
the vtllanies of m> n in |M»wer, the IforM
iu thi* eaac, like Mr. S,wt. ri*c* above the
tcmptationa of parly and |ter*ntiai aaaociati«n*.fr»r I'endl- t-u i* one of the m.wl i»n\-

ri>>n» Mil g» to r>.n* of ijiBllrtiifii. Thirt' in
prolialdjr !»< man in tin' democratic i"»*t v,

It nn. n in our l'o«l« l»irk, who
««nl<l make IIk ni'H'T of the people go furIkrrand d<» mora goo | than 'Umllomiin
U#or||a. ' Tkfr (i>w when the editor of tho
N'urM fonnd it ftcvwaarjr to hold tip tliia
trn«t .l leader and charming gentleman to
the renanre of th« party and lb* conntry
we know what the aacrith-a mn«t have l>een.
The laeh iliab ha« dared lUaine, acariAr.l
Haleiek. torn the hide of the itu|»nrtrnble
Itntlev and stripped from hi« i|nirering
IiiuIm the fleah of lbIknap was not withheld
from the hark nt the bribetaking IVndleton,
Ane a gentleman and trn» a democrat aa he
i«. Theae trenchant. Idling, severe, illumi-
noting. owmIk-, ironical article* of the
It orM on *TVa«llrton, lit# unworthy democrat."will lirr in our newspaper hiatory aa

iirMmrM that even k ib-tuocratie ulilor can
riee above the temptation* of party and «lo
bia doty. They will live with the great eartoonof Nasi allowing how the admmiatrationhog* pnaaeaaed by lha dcvtla of corrap-
tion ran down Into the ae*
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The Republican Wtale ConTen I Ion.1r.

Conklliil'a Pretperlt,
The State Convention for choosing dele-

gates to repreeent the republicans of New
York at Cincinnati will assemble at Hvracnseday after to-morrow. The composition
of this Convention in already known, and
the Presidential preference of the primary
conventions has been so fully declared that
Mr. Cornell, tho chairman of the RepublicanState Committee, h\p sent a telegram to
Senator Conkling congratulating him on the
ascertained fact that the party in this State
is practically unnnimons in adopting him a«

its candidate. We regret that our esteemed

republican contemporary, the Tim**, is unhappyover this result, and tries to wn»n|«
itself by telling its readers that, although
Mr. Conkling may hare the unanimous
support of the New York delegation, he
has no chance of securing the Cincinnatinomination. Wo commiserate the
leading republican organ on its discomfortin finding itself out of harmony
with the general sentiment of the party in
this Stato. The Times entertains a faint hope
that, nlthougli the New York delegates will
all vote lor Mr. Conkling at. Cincinnati, they
may not be bound to do so by positive instructions.Our contemporary hugs a vain

phantom, for although it is true that a few
scattered Assembly district conventions have
expressed a preference that the New York
delegation to Cincinnati shall not be pledged.
the greater part of them have taken a differ-
ent viow, and the Syracuse Convention will
he controlled by its strong Conkling ma-

jority.
When the Times expresses the opinion that

the unanimous support of Mr. Conkling by the
delegates from his own State will be an idle
compliment the wish is father to the thought.
Why should it bo construed as a vain complimentso long in advnnce? What other
candidate will go to the Convention with so

strong a support ? Not half the number of
votes to which New York is entitled has been
pledged to any of his rivals, and both on the
scoro of fitness and tho score of expediencywe know not which of them can claim
any advantage over our distinguished
Senator. His eminent abilities are conceded
and speak for themselves, but tho point of
expediency may require some elucidation.
Now York is tho pivot of the Presidential
canvass; neither party can succeed without
the electoral votes of this Slate. If anybody
can rescue the State from democratic hands
it is Mr. Colliding. It would be preposterousto say that Morton or Blaine or Hayes or

"Washburne would have the same strength
with the New York republicans as their own
favorite candidate. If the Cincinnati Conventionshould think that a republicanPresident can be elected withoutthe electoral votes of New York,
it may nominate Mr. Morton or

some other of Mr. Conkling's numerous

rivals; but that, would be a perilous cast of
the dice. New York will be the most closely
contested of all the States, and its electoral
vote is so large that the recovery of the State
from the democrats will make the whole differencebetween victory and defeat. There
is no concentration of republican sentiment
on any other candidate, and the divisions
among Mr. Conkling's opponents are favorabloto his chances; and if the party should
lui nnnvinoorl flint Vnw Ynrlr ia inilisnon«aVilrt

to success Mr. Conkling, who can probably
carry it, while no other candidate
1ms anything like his strength in the

Empire State, onght to receive a strong
support at Cincinnati after the delegates
from other States shall have distributed
complimentary votes on Morton, Blaine,
Hayes, Washburne and other personal favorites,It is doubtful whether Morton would
get the electoral vote of his own State ; but
even if he could Indiana is entitled to only
fifteen electoral votes, whereas New York
has thirty-five. Blaine could undoubtedly
carry his own State and all the other
New Englaiijl States except Connecticut ;
but Conkling would carry them with
equal certainty, while Blaine would have no

chance of carrying New York. But these five
New England States, which would be equally
certain for Conkling or Blaine, have only
thirty-four electoral votes, and New York,
which Conkling may carry and Blaine
cannot, has thirty-five. No nomination at
Cincinnati has nny chance of success if it
puts Now York in peril, and there is
no likelihood that any other republican
than Conkling can carry this State,
It is said and trumpeted that Morton is
strong with the republicans of the Southern
States ; but it makes little difference whether
he is or not, since it is certain that nearly
every Southern State will support the democraticcandidate. In the ptrong republican
States any candidate of that party would
succeed, and nothing is to be gained or lost
by the selection. In the strong democratic
States, on the other hand, no republican hns
any chance, and it would bo absurd for the
Cincinnati Convention to select its candidate
with a view to those hopeless States. It is
indispensable to carry New York, which can

be wrested from democratic hands by no

other candidate than Mr. Conkling. If the
Cincinnati Convention looks at facts as they
sre, am) makes a true estimate of the situation,it will see that New York is the grand
hinge of the Presidential canvass ; that it is
a doubtful State lit bout ; that it would bo
bad strategy to nominate any of Mr. Conkling'srivals, who have no chance of securing
its thirtv-livo electoral votes. His advau-
tngr* are so manifest and so solid that tho
shrewd politicians who will plodgo the New
York delegates to him at Syracuse have no

idea of doing it as a puro compliment.

The Sanitary Xrglert of the School*.

The very careful inspection of tho sanitary
condition of a number of tho downtown
public schools made by the reportorial
stall' of the Ilr.KM.n, tho details of
which wc print on another page,
shows that our strictures on the managementof these im]>ortant institutions are

fully justified. No matter where the blame
should r«st, the facts demonstrate that ninny
of our schools are dangerously overcrowded
and that nearly all are defectively ventilated
or otherwiHc sanitarily neglected. Perhaps
the jwdicy of tnjning orcr for political purpose*the immediate control of the schools to

local board* of trustee*, tho members of
which are in too many cases incompetent to
All the office* with intelligence, may bo

E SHEET.
properly rcganl^d a* the primary cause of^
the evil. There ran be no possible doubt
regarding the importance of separating the
education of nnr children from the contaminationof politics, and it therefore suggests a

possible canse when we And mismanagement
walking hand in hand with the powerful
motor referred to. Nothing is easier than to
establish standard rules for the regulation of
aU«-n<lanr« and sanitary precautions in the
schools, and it is a serious reflection on the
ofhrinl character of the Board of Education
that such importan^natters are now in such
s chaotic condition. The rapid growth of the
population lias undoubtedly complicated
the dnties of the school officials very considerablyand has thrown on men deficient in
resource in«> uitncult task of providing accommodationfor the increasing numbers of
pupils. Hut there can be no excuse whateverfor the neglect of the simplest precautionsdemanded alike by sanitary and moral
decency. Why are not the ideas of rigid disciplineof the class room extended to every
part of the school building? Wo do not
lioaitate to any that the men who govern the
schools, be they commissioners or trustees,
and who tolerate the abominable condition in
which the elosets arc kept and who permit
the exposure of the children to the demoralizinginfluences of the alums, even

within the sacred precinct* of the Bchool, aro

unfitted by their natures nod ideas to exerciseany control over the higher orderH of
hrato animals, much less to minister to thu
education of human beings. Would these
men permit the invnnion of their own homes
by ruffians from the street ? Certainly not,
and yet they forget that they have voluntarilyassumed the most sacred of duties
when they accepted the implied responsi-
bility for the education and care of the risinggeneration; when they have undertaken,
as it were, to mould the morals of the ini-
mediate future in New York. Of the few
schools from which wo print reports, and
which have been selected nR illustrating the
average condition of- the large number inspected,there is scarcely one which really
comes up to the sanitary condition which
the health and morals of the pupils imperativelydemand. The fact that disease
has not caused serious ravages among tho
children during tho past winter is not due
to any meritorious precautions adopted by
tho school ofticials, but to the extreme mildnessof the season. Had wo passed through
a really severe winter such as has been experiencedfrequently during the past ten
years, and will inevitably recur, the records
would show a terrible falling off in tho attendanceof the pupils, nnd a vast increase
in the death list. We pity tho hard working
teachers and the zealous scholars who are

compelled to impart and receive instruction
under the paternal (?) administration of
school commissioners and trustees who are

false to their commission and their trusts.

Tim Return of the Fugitive Marsh.

Everybody but the culprits against whom
he is to testify will be glad that Marsh, the
frightened witnoss who fled to Montreal, has
received assurances of protection and pardon,and will presently be on his way to
Washington. The steps taken to bring him
back would have reflected more credit on the
President if they had not been so tardy. If
it be proper to give Marsh a guarantee
against personal prosecution now it was

equally proper seventeen days ago, when he
absconded. What excuse can the President
give, or can anybody give for him, for keepingthe wheels of justice blocked for so long
a period for want of evidence when it was in
his power to call back the fugitive witness
by the same means he has at last adopted ?
Ho confesses by taking this step now that
there was no legal objection to his taking it
at once, for there has been no change in the
law since Marsh's flight. If the assurance of
protection is given in the interest of justico
ilin ilstlnv la i n ilafanailil a fnr if i./innl1i' onn

corned justice to have Belknap impeached
and indicted as soon as his crime was

brought to light Both tho impeachment
proceedings and the action of the Grand
Jury have been kept at a dead halt tor more

than two weeks by the failure of the Presidentto do promptly what he now, at last,
acknowledges to have been his duty.
Although it is impossible to justify tho

delay, it is easy enough to explain it, or,
rather, to account for the action of the Presidentnow without any chango in the legal
aspect of the case. As soon as it was discoveredthat Marsh and his wife were importantwitnesses against Pendleton and that
a distinguished democrat could be dragged
down in the same disgrace as Belknap,
the President suddenly overcame his reluctanceto promise safety to the fngitivts and
induce them to come back. Pendleton stood
higher in the democratic party than Belknap
did in the republican party, and when it
whs found that botb could be engulfed in
the same ruin by the testimony of Mr. and
Mrs. Marsh the President was quick to recognizethe duty he hud ho long neglected.
"We think it utterly discreditable for him to
have waited until he found thnt their testimonywould be as blackening and fatal to a

prominent democrat as to n prominent republicanbefore recognizing his obvious duty
in ho important a matter.

The Sermon* Yesterday.
It often happens thnt several of our leading

preacher* select similar themes for their sermons.and yesterday the wide-branching one

of God's providence received a number of
diverse interpretations. Dr. Hepworth thinks
that "His blessings are scattered with such
strange and apparent confusion that to our
human judgment they have no meaning."
Nevertheless, we must take all on the faith
that God knows what is best- Mr. Backus
in lii^ rnmti t-.ii.l

"« *"*V """ """ "«» «,
but it in God that gives tho increase."
Mr. Frothinghnm, in drawing the lino
between creed nnd conduct, says that
"If iv man in society trusts implicitly
in Providence for everything he is called insane."Dr. Dellows says, as if in answer,
"Providence does not mean interference.''
The inquiring Christian in reading over onr

sermon reports can compare these utterances
with his own belief. Mr. Beecher defended
the "gospel of gush" on the ground that it
i< a gospel of goodness, nnd championed the
right of a man tilled with the spirit to preach
what is in him without asking tho leave of
tho stiff-collared theologians, whom he wonld
not hesitate to ridicule with Drjrden m

"God Almighty's gentlemen." In the Cath-(
olic churches the virtues of St Joseph wsr®

^

duly praised.
The Twenty-Second Joint Rule.

Senator Morton, the chairman of the Committeeon Privileges and Elections, has
brought in a bill providing for the. counting
of votes for President and Vice President
The Senate has been for a week and is still
engaged in the consideration of this impor- ^
tint subject, and it would be well Bhould it
receive more general attention.
The object of the bill is to prescribe a

method of counting which shall take the
place of the twenty-second joint rule. That
rnlp ljifplv rofprrorl to in iViaua
w"v» """V « »"vov VV1I11UU»|

was adopted in 1805, and retained until this
year by the two republican houses of Congress.It empowered a mere majority in
either house to refuse, without a word of
debate, to count the vote of a State. The
country was thus unable to judge of the fairnessof such rejections, and those who might
be guilty of any criminal partisanship in
objecting to votes cast for an opponent could
escape in silence and with impunity! In
1873 Louisiana and Arkansas were disfranchisedand tlio three votes cast by Georgia
for Mr. Greeley were thrown out, according
to the following clause of the rule:."And
no vote objected to shall be counted except
by the concurrent vote of the two houses,
Ac., and upon any such question there shall

~ . A -v. I. .in. i >i
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It was fortunate for the peace of the countryduring the present administration that
the rejection of those eighteen electoral
votes did not change the result, and that
Mr. Grant was lawfully elected President,
even without taking them into account.
Early in this session of Congress the Senate,
without consulting the democratic House,
retired from the joint rule to which two republicanhouses had so long remained parties,and referred this whole matter of countingto Mr. Morton's committee. As might
have been expected, the spirit of the legislationproposed and advocated by Mr. Morton
and his friends, in 1876, is quite the reverse

of that which we find in their rule of 1865,
1869 and 1873; and the new bill provides
that no vote of a State shall be rejected "ex- .

cept by tho affirmative voto of the two
houses," and gives ample opportunity faj.1
debate.
While Senators are exercising their ingenuityin establishing some method not only

of counting the votes, but also of questioningand deciding the legality of electoral
certificates, we mav innuire what con-

stitutional authority they have for so doing.
The twelfth amendment says that "the Presi-

^
dent of the Senate shall, in the presence o1
the Senate and the House of Representatives,
open all the certificates and the votes shall
then he counted. The person having th<
greatest number of votes for President shall
bo the President." This means that the
President of the Senate shall open the certificates,and that Congress shall count the
votes.that is, may adopt convenient modes
of computing the number cast for each candidate,and shall declare the result. But
can this be construed to give either or

both houses power to reject the list oiy.fhe
votes of n State sealed and certified by the
electors, together with a list of the names of
the electors certified under the Executive
authority of such State ? Are not these certificatesprimary evidence of the true vote ol
a State, which Congress is bound, under
the constitution, to accept? And apart from
constitutional objections is it expedient
that Congress should have the jurisdiction
claimed, and could a debate in that body,
during the exciting process of counting the
votes in a close contest, ever satisfactorily settlethe questions which might arise?

It seems, however, necessary that somi
tribunal should decide which of two
sets of certificates are to be counted
and which rejected; for it has been
seen that a State had two Legislaturesand two Governors, and consequentlytransmitted to the seat of governmenttwo sets of votes. Still, had it not
been for federal and military interference,
Louisiana would not have made two returns
at the last election and occasioned an apparentnecessity for legislation. But whatever
law may now be devised and whatever tribunalmay bo provided, the country will not
soon forget the twenty-second joint rule of
18(15, nor that the Senate and the Honsa
have, for three elections, usurped a power to
silently disfranchise a State ; that this power
has been exercised, that it is only because of
overwhelming popular majorities in favor of
one candidate its dangerous consequences
have not already been upon us, and thai
although they are now anxious to place
themselves on the record in condemning
their own rale, it is only to-day that the republicanleaders are proposing a remedy.

\T-tu4 Iks* tboeo
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was a decided opinion that the rnle was a

bad one." Mr. Morton refer* to a former
speech in which ho said:. "But it was certainlyadopted without mm-h consideration,
and with a view apparently of furnishing an

additional safeguard against receiving eleo.
tornl votes from States that had been in relwllion."At the same time he says:."It is,
in my judgment, the moat dangerous eontrivaneeto the peace of the nation that has
ever been invented by Congress ; a torpedo
planted in the ntrnits with which the ship of
slide may at some time come into fatal collision."Yet these leaders have dared to
maintain their "dangemns eontrivanes,"
their "torpedo" during President Lincoln's
last term, and during President (.rant's two
terms, nnd until their opponents had gained
control of the other house. Will they |g
held responsible ?

Birvakck's Hon it. and Hmonom rharao*
I'Tistiw in" """"iij gnriieii ny
tho worM which, outside his immediate
friends nnd rotations, lin« judged him in hit
high, hard character of The Man of Blood
and Iron." To show how numbly and
enjoynbly this lion of diplomacy can pnn
at the proper tinios is the object of a book «
the Imperial Chancellor's letters and sayingi
recently published at Lvipsic, an interesting

of which will be found elsewhcro in
onr letter from Berlin.
Two Catholic Bishops were consecrated

yesterday, Dr. Galberry a-t Bishop <4 Hartfordand the Bight Reverend J. Twigg aa
Bishop of Pittsburg. In addition. Buhon


